A Holy Highway

“Pass through, pass through the gates!
Prepare the way for the people. Build up, build
up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise a
banner for the nations. The LORD has made
proclamation to the ends of the earth: "Say to
the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your Savior
comes! See, his reward is with him, and his
recompense accompanies him.' They will be
called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the
LORD; and you will be called Sought After, the
City No Longer Deserted - a aigityoiot foossdlesri”
- Isa 62:10-12 (NIV) -




Introduction

This week’s prayer focus, both for us
personally and corporately, was the
renewal of our consecration to God

For me, Isalah 62 became a text that |
believe expressed the intent of the
heart of God for our church

It contains five specific directives from
the Lord that | believe He desires us as
a church to passionately implement




Five Directives

1. Pass through the gates , meaning “take
the message we carry beyond these
four walls into the community by every
means possible:

Castanet articles, Greg’s podcasts, the
writing of books and novels, the creation
of songs, creative evangelism,
expressions of mercy, inter-action with
the community, marketplace ministry,
counseling tools




Five Directives

2. Prepare the way for the people :1itis
Incumbent upon leaders that they lead,
whether people follow or not, and
provide a way for a generation

Pr 14:12 — “there Is a way that seems right”

Pr 25:26 — “don’t give way to the wicked”
2 Pet 2:21 — “the way of righteousness”

Ps 85:13 — “righteousness goes before him
and prepares the way for his steps”

Matt 7:13-4 — “strait is the gate and narrow
IS the way that leads to life”




Five Directives

3. Build up the highway — what is this
highway? David spoke of it as the
“*highway to Zion” (the presence of God)

Ps 84:5-7 — “Blessed Is the man in whose

heart are the highways to Zion”
God-traveled roads that lead to His presence

Isa 35:4-10 — “A highway shall be there, and
a way; and it shall be called the Holy
Way...the redeemed shall walk on it. And
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and

come to Zion with singing”




Five Directives

4. Remove the stones - these are “rocks
of offense” and “stumbling blocks”
that are in the way of people’s progress

Deut 27:5 - Build an altar with these stones

unto the Lord

Deut 27:4 — let these altars be a guide post
for other travelers to see

Neh 4:2 — “bring these stones back to life”
Eccles 3:5 — time to scatter and gather
1 Pet 2:5 — we're called living stones




Five Directives

5. Raise a banner for the nations, for God
has given us nations for our
iInheritance (Ps 2)
Vietnam, Heritage Online — Russia, South
Africa, ESL Online — China, Korea, KCC
missions — Kenya, Wesley and Stacey —
The Call globally, Sawatsky and Ethnos In

Asia, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Muslim
countries

What banner will we raise to the nations?




What God Is Saying

“Your Savior comes! His reward Is with
Him, and recompense accompanies Him

Don’t say that it isn’t worth it serving the
Lord as Malachi faced in his generation

(2:14-5 — “it's useless to serve God”)

If we fear the Lord, a Book of remembrance
will be written about you, and you will be
publicly recognized by the Lord, called a
special treasure

Pay day Is coming — (2 Cor 5:9; 1 Cor 3:10f)
Tested by light and by fire




A Holy People

God wants a holy people who are
consecrated to Him and devoted to His

cause

N0 can't
no don'’t
no have

pe compromised
pow In the face of peer pressure

earned to say “no!” to sin

no have made their choice for Heaven
no seek the approval of One
no become a people “sought after”




